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Dramatic Damnation Does
Not Lie in Artificiality

[

Plavwrights Have Many Good Reasons to Induce Them

' Think in Terms of the Theatre Rather than
in Terms of Life.

By HEYWOOD BROUN.
[lLere |s po necessary dramatic damnation in artiicuin Hunny"
may not be a good play, but to eay “it ig artificial” and therewith
it as unworthy of eritical attention is to act without dus process

smies

of logie.
In defending “Bunny" let us defend an sbused adjective. Termit

Lo eve to slide down the page past “artichoke,” “articulate” and “artifice”
unill it comes to “artificial” Here, if the book be Funk & Wagnall's
breezy 1918 adition, one may read: “Produced or composed by art rather
(han nature. but of the same materiala, and seith the same or nearly the
1+ It is true that if you resd further down among the defl-

ne reeul
aitions “artificial” fares much worss, so we elect to etand by its first

mesning.

Yet it is not pecessary to quitble over-clossly in order to make out
a case for the man who writes an artificlal play. After all, the conditions
of the stage make artificiality not only unavoidable but desirable. A
charactar should not tramp into & piay all muddy with life. He must ba
prepared to accept eartain stege conditione. It is not meet that he should
complain because the room into which he has been thrust has only three
walls, nor should ke object to spenking in tones loud enough for those It
the gallery to hear, or balk at revealing his emotfons without undue re-

Farve.

Thestrical things have been too much bedevilied. It has come to be
» slander to socuse en author of turning out u well-made piay, and no
person who writes for the stage eares to confess that be is more inter-
ested in the theatre than in life. The man who thinks {n terms of the
sheatre, If he thinks well enough, should not be despised. It does not
seern to us eapable of serlous denial that playmaking is somewhat bound
ruls or formula or whatever you care fo call these limitationa which
sre imposed upon the suthor. For instance, we defy any living author
to devise s suscessful play for New York Uity which ghall regquire more
than five hours for presentation. We defy anybody to devise a puccessfu
h oalls for more than a hundred spesking parts, and we def)

w York with & successful play which
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“The Hlue Plerrota™ have been
lhere and have gone. or so it is as-
wumed. Critleal comment (ollowing
their debut st the Liberts Theatre
was to the effect that they offered &
Y. M, U, A entestainment,
they would lor
Nroadway. They did not turn out
to be nnother “London Folli
i= true, but nelther were they huge-
Iv specessful. Op the morming arter
their premiere a of first
nighters met st a prominent Rroad-

very nive
but that

never o

roupie
way watering (on the side) place.

“1 didn't see at “The Rlue
Pierrots,” Jim,” remarked one

“You didn't? T was there”

“That's fonny.”

“Qure | was there. YOI remem-
her myv belng there. Yon MUBT re-
member it. 1 was the (ellow that
applavded.” 1
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Burton Holmes at the Candler.
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ton Hoimes w repent his travelogue,
-I'._l‘__- " -_.'_. Fapi ot " hixt
L ir. B L nt winter
sories of 1 1ares &% CArnegis
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“Mice and Men” at the Strand:

“Parisian Romance’

The featurs pleturs st the Strand
Theatre for the coming week will he
“Mice nnd Men”™ a Famous Players
relemne, with Marguerite Clark in the

j “YMice and Meu" wan
written Madotolne Lucette Ryley

tnd had {ta first pressntation i

don in 1801 I'he namas of Sir Je
ton and Lady Gurt es Ro
son sre anforgettingly laked with 1@
in England, snd that of Annie Husse
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Among thoss who appasr with Miss

Cliark in the picture are Ada Deaves
Maggie Holloway Fisher, Hulen Dahl,
Francesea Warde, Marshull Noiland,

Chirles Waldron, larence Handyside,
obert Conville and Willlam MeKey

Other pletures will be a new comedy;
trnvel nietores of “Unchanging 1o
n colors, &nd the Strand review
ceal

soloista for the weuk are

I'he

darthns do Leachmann, soprano; Martin
Richardson, tenor, and Hruce Wayman

barytone. Alfonsa 7 ., the Spanish
pisnist, has been retained for a second
waelk
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FEW ACTOR

|
Anthony Bellchamber Is
 BEver a Dramatic Figyy

Off 1he Stage (Ot Skinnf‘r |s the }'.,Tni;r;fili;,....,. ab “iu‘
Roles—His Reasons for Not Going i

Inte  Pictures.

By GEORGE 5. KALEMAS ravh
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of actora The roughness, of courase ...r ' ta, gy
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BURLESQUE THEATRES

A rew two act burlesgue, culled "The
Fourista,”™ will be prod at the Co
uml Tt this week 1t was
vritten | aderick F. Chapin and
Gebrges T Smith, with muasle by
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